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I*' T' N THE FRENZIED, us-or-them 
Wl J. national debate over school de- 
segregation, Sen. Joe Biden Jr. 

; seems at first glance to perch on 
*,;•* the pinnacle of a paradox. How else 
I"! explain a man Who wants the best 
;•* break for blacks yet so vehemently 
*■1,* denounces busing? 

But during a two-hour interview 
I*: the other.,day, the young Delaware 
Democrat emerged as someone pick- 
•v* ing a rather precise path through 
I** shibboleth and stereotype. 

*£* While criticized at one point or 
•' • another by both pro and anti-busing 
I-; factions, Biden hasn’t simply settled 
on some muddled middle ground— 

• if any, In fact, could exist these 
:*! dayl No, he Is foursquare against 
busing, But not necessarily for the 
-I* same reasons as a Jesse Helms of 
I r! North Carolina or a James Allen of 
Alabama. 

Biden, sees himself stepping in 
where liberal angels fear to tread. 
If only a conservative like Richard 
Nixon could open the door to Main¬ 
land China, perhaps only a liberal' 

' " like Joe Biden can slam the door 
on busing. 

- Biden said he is convinced that’’' 
a full 65 of the Senate’s 100 mem- 
' ’ hers, riiany liberals as well as con-. 

• servatives, “don’t believe busing’s 

• a good Idea.” ■■■ 

• ' You wouldn’t know It from their ' 
‘ voting' records. But Biden contend- 

" ed a number of fellow liberals have 
•' been looked into opposing anli-bus- 

* ing measures, despite their growing 
private doubts, because votes on 
busing have become the civil rights 
lobby’s litmus test for sorting out 
friend and foe. He can understand 

-: "• why, Biden added, given govern- 
I men! retreats in other fields' like 
housing. “The black community 

- Justifiably is jittery." 

After the Senate 11 days ago 
.. adopted his own surprise anti-bus- 
, ing amendment by seven votes, 
Biden said. “A couple who did not 
vote with me—could not—came up 
to me and said, ‘I’m glad you’re 
doing what you’re doing—I can’t 
. . do it.’" 

He continued, “Others who have 



been viewed as- supporters of bus¬ 
ing came up to me as long as eight 
months ago and said, ’Joe, you’ve 
got to do something. I can’t—we 
'can’t—because of our standing In 
the community. We’ll be misread. 
Yet we think you're right on it."’ 

As a liberal who has broken 
ranks to oppose busing, Biden said, 
“I think what I’ve done inadvert¬ 
ently ... Is, I’ve made It—if not 
respectable—I’ve made It reason¬ 
able for longstanding liberals to 
begin to raise the questions I’ve 
been the first to'raise in the liberal 
community here on the floor.” 

, Over, the next several years; he 
predicted,. those liberals “are going 
to see the light” and switch sides 
on busing too. 

Significant switches have already 
been occurring, to the dismay of 
civil rights lobbyists, in the Sen¬ 
ate’s latest convoluted floor-fight 
over busing to desegregate schools. 

Bideh’s own anti-biising amend¬ 
ment picked up .votes, from Major¬ 
ity Leader Milte Mansfield and 
Lee Metcalf of Montana and such 
other once-reliable Democratic lib¬ 
erals, as Quentin Burdick of North 
Dakota, Gaylord Nelson of Wiscon¬ 
sin, Warren’ Magnuson of Washing¬ 
ton, and Stuart Symington and 
Thomas Eagletpn of Missouri, 

Some switched back on related 
later votes. But what has clearly 
emerged from this latest struggle 
is that civil , rights groups can no 
longer count as before on a slim 
hut stalwart- Senate majority to 
fend off attacks on busing and 
other disruptive school desegrega¬ 
tion remedies. 

And Joe Biden, at 32 the young¬ 
est Senator, will be remembered 
for his amendment that first il¬ 
lustrated the Senate’s new tilt. He’ll 
stand in Senate civil rights lore 
alongside Abraham A. Ribicoff of 
Connecticut, another liberal who 
dramatically broke ranks five years 
ago, 



losepl i 

down the street in the black 
side of town” 

Ribicoff, declaring the North 
‘‘guilty of monumental hypocrisy,” 
became the first Northern liberal to 
endorse a Southern proposition that 
school desegregation pressures 
should apply equally across the en¬ 
tire nation. The Southerners fore¬ 
saw then that as desegregation- 
brought upheavals to Northern 
school systems, the whole move¬ 
ment could falter—easing pressures 
on their schools too. And this, it 
would appear, Is just what’s hap¬ 
pening today. 


B USING, to Biden, is a “bankrupt 
concept.” In countenancing it, 
he said, “I think we violated the 
most cardinal rule that a politician 
can violate in the eyes of the Ameri¬ 
can, people ... the cardinal rule of 
common sense.” 

Biden Insisted he has been con¬ 
sistent in opposing busing — as he 
defines' it —. since before his 1972 
Senate election. He recalled, for ex¬ 
ample, forgoing some campaign con¬ 
tributions from white liberals be¬ 
cause, at a 1971 cocktail party, he re¬ 
fused to take a pro-busing position. 

At the same time, he has accum¬ 
ulated some very credible civil 
rights credentials since adolescence 
— as a participant in a high'school 
restaurant 'boycott and In sit-ins 
along'Route 40, as a debater against 
racial discrimination while at Syra¬ 
cuse Law School, as a ybUng crimi¬ 
nal lawyer with' a largely black, 
even black-militant clientele, as a 
suburban public-housing advocate 
when he ran in 1970 for the New 
Cdstle County Council, and as a 
middle-class iyhite with many 
friends and political contacts in 
Wilmington’s black community. 

“I still walk down the street in 
the black side of town,” he boasted, 
“and you get'— maybe they’re my 
clients—but Mousey and Chops and 
all the boys at 13th and—I can walk 
In those pool halls, and I quite 
frankly don’t know another white 
man involved in Delaware politics 
who can do that kind of thing.” 

Biden. acknowledged that his si¬ 
multaneous advocacy of blacks' civil 
rights and opposition to busing has 
led to repeated misunderstandings 
and landed him in political cross¬ 
fires. He added that he has brought 
his own views into sharp focus only 
in the past years or so—inspired by 
Senate busing debates and a court 
case threatening busing for Wil¬ 
mington and its suburbs. 

Busing, in Blden’s current lexicon, 
Is more than the physical transpor¬ 
tation of children to schools far from 
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home. It’s “the assignment of stu¬ 
dents to a school other than what 
is traditionally their neighborhood 
school for the purpose of redressing 
some racial imbalance.” He would 
oppose reassigning a child from one 
walk-in school to another walk-in 
school for that purpose. . 

What he’s basically attacking, 
Biden explained, is the concept that 
school systems should bear the full 
burden of affirmatively integrating 
society where they haven't been 
guilty themselves of gerrymander¬ 
ing or other clearly illegal acts. 

Where court proceedings have 
found school systems actually guilty 
of such acts to exclude blacks, 
Biden unlike some would let the 
judges order busing when it’s the 
necessary remedy. But he would 
like somehow—if he can ever find 
' the right legislative phrasing—to 
bar court-ordered busing In other 
cases, where guilt, for example, 
stems from decades-old housing 
bias. 

So far, Biden conceded, he has 
found only a partial solution—to 
limit the Health, Education and 
Welfare Department's administra¬ 
tive enforcement efforts. By last 
December, he had drafted an 
amendment that would simply bar 
HEW from using federal funds “for 
assigning students to schools be¬ 
cause of race.” 

I RONICALLY, that wasn’t the 
amendment he successfully spon¬ 
sored in the Senate 11 days ago. He 
went over to the floor that day to 
hear debate on a far broader meas¬ 
ure offered by Jesse Helms, the 
North Carolina Republican. 

“Let me just level with you—I 
made a mistake,” he recalled. “1 
tried to emasculate Jesse Helms’ 
amendment ... I wanted to accom¬ 
plish stopping busing. I didn’t want 
to accomplish what Jesse Helms did. 
Jesse Helms had in his amendment 
sex, record-keeping stuff and every¬ 
thing else ... So I took his amend¬ 
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ment and amended It. This was not 
a planned thing, to introduce It at 
this time, It shocked the staff . . . 
I had no prepared speech, nothing. 
It just went, you know, from the 
hip ... I literally took a pencil and 
scratched out words In hi* amend¬ 
ment.” 

Unfortunately, Biden continued, 
he neglected to scratch out three 
words: “teachers,” “courses" and 
“classes.” Thus the impromtu Biden 
amendment adopted that day would 
bar HEW not only from requiring 
student desegregation school-by¬ 
school, through busing or mere re¬ 
assignment, but from trying to de¬ 
segregate school faculties or an In¬ 
dividual school's classrooms. 

When Biden tried to correct his 
mistake. Senate civil rights stal¬ 
warts and lobbyists at first turned 
him down lest “cleaning up” his 
amendment make It any more 
palatable. 

Then, three days ago, Biden won 
Senate approval for a narrower 
amendment which would bar HEW 
only from requiring busing—in the 
literal sense—of students “for rea¬ 
sons of race.” This time, he had the 
votes of most civil rights stalwarts. 
Caught by then in a parliamentary 
stra'itjaeket, they were in the ironie 
position of voting for an anti-bus¬ 
ing amendment as the lesser of two 
evils. 

As Biden himself put it, “They 
had no place to go.” 

But while the liberal alignment 
on this last vote was for many an 
abberration, Biden it convinced 
that a grbwing number in the next 
few years will change their views 
on the busing issue. 

“They’re going to have to do what 
I started to do two years ago, and 
that is, to really look at the Issue. 
I don’t think they’ve really looked 
at the issue. Quite frankly, I don't 
think they understand the Issue... 

With the lawmakers still reeling 
from their latest busing donnybrook, 
Biden was already looking ahead to 
the next battle on the Senate floor 
when he'll “go at It tightly and con¬ 
cisely, and no mistake about it.” 








